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ECONOMICS AND INDUSTRY STANDING COMMITTEE — SECOND REPORT — 
“PERCEPTIONS AND REALITIES OF REGIONAL AIRFARE PRICES IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA” 

Government Response — Statement by Minister for Transport 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [2.11 pm]: I rise to present for tabling today the 
state government’s response to the second report of the Economics and Industry Standing Committee, 
“Perceptions and Realities of Regional Airfare Prices in Western Australia”. 

Given the substantial concern from regional communities across WA about high airfares on intrastate air routes, 
the Labor government made a commitment to hold an inquiry into the high cost of regional airfares in WA and we 
have delivered on this promise. The committee chair stated — 

… regional communities across the State conveyed the widespread level of unhappiness in many 
townships, with high airfares affecting social amenity, government service delivery, the operation of local 
businesses, and the development and sustainability of a vibrant tourism industry. 

This government agrees with the committee when it states that few issues attract greater local interest or rouse 
community sentiment more in regional Western Australia than the cost of air travel and that regional air services 
are critical as they sustain communities, provide links to families and friends, facilitate economic activity and 
affect people’s perceptions about the liveability of regional centres. Throughout the inquiry the committee received 
considerable evidence suggesting that fares on unregulated routes are unreasonably priced and concluded that 
market forces may not operate to place sufficient downward pressure on airfares to some unregulated destinations. 
The government also notes the committee’s conclusion that community sentiment is more positive on regulated 
routes, where airlines proactively engage with local communities on price and service operation. 

Four key themes of transparency, community engagement, collaboration and innovation will be central to the 
government’s approach to addressing community concerns about high airfares and exploring opportunities for 
improved regional aviation. In respect of transparency, airlines operating on unregulated air routes will now be 
required to provide appropriate records to the government. In respect of community engagement, the government 
looks forward to increased and proactive community engagement by airlines on the unregulated air routes they 
operate on around issues of price, service levels and opportunities to further develop aviation in the regions. The first 
two themes speak to understanding what is happening in regional aviation and the needs of the community. The next 
two themes—collaboration and innovation—underpin the approach the government wants to see taken in improving 
air services to regional Western Australia. Collaboration and innovation between all relevant stakeholders will be 
critical to finding new and better ways forward in improving air services to regional Western Australia. 
As the committee noted, aviation policy is complex and input from all parties will be necessary to meet both 
community and commercial objectives. The outcomes of the government’s multifaceted approach to regional 
aviation will be reflected in a revised state aviation strategy that will provide a policy framework on aviation in 
WA going forward. The government appreciates and commends the committee’s work in producing the report. Of 
the 13 recommendations outlined, 12 are either fully supported or supported in principle. The recommendation 
relating to higher government approvals for new mining airstrips operating close to existing regular public 
transport airports will be further investigated. 
[See paper 1255.] 
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